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GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AMEND AND ADOPT RULES

TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:

Notice is hereby given by the Georgia Composite Medical Board that it intends to amend
Rule 360-2-.14 “Requirements for Approval of International Medical Schools.” An
exact copy of the proposed rule is attached to this Notice.

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed rules and a synopsis of the
proposed rules are being emailed to all persons who have requested, in writing, that they
be placed on the mailing list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rules
and a synopsis of the proposed rules may be reviewed during normal business hours of
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except official State holidays, at the
office of the Georgia Composite Medical Board, 2 Peachtree Street, N.W., 36™ Floor,
Atlanta, Georgia 30303.

Any interested person who will be affected by these rules may present his or her
comments to the Board no later than October 25, 2012 or make comments at the public
hearing. Comments may be directed to Carol Dorsey, Georgia Composite Medical
Board, 2 Peachtree Street, N.W., 36" Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3465 or may be
received by the Board by e-mail at cdorsey(@dch.ga.gov.

A public hearing is scheduled to begin at 8:00 a.m. on November 1, 2012 at the 36th
Floor Board Room, 2 Peachtree Street, N.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30303, to provide the
public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed rules.

The Board voted to adopt this Notice of Intent on September 13, 2012 meeting. The
Board will consider at its meeting on November 1, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. the comments
from the public hearing whether the formulation and adoption of these proposed rule
amendments imposes excessive regulatory costs on any license or entity and whether any
cost to comply with the proposed rule amendments could be reduced by a less expensive
alternative that accomplishes the objectives of the statutes which are the basis of the
proposed rule. Additionally at its meeting on September 13, 2012, the Board will
consider whether it is legal or feasible in meeting the objectives of the applicable laws to
adopt or implement differing actions for businesses as listed in O.C.G.A. § 50-13-
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The authority for promulgation of these rules is O.C.G.A. Section 43-34-26 and 43-34-33
and the specific statutes cited in the proposed rules.

This Notice is adopted and posted in compliance with O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4 of the Georgia
Administrative Procedures Act. A synopsis of the proposed rules and an economic impact
statement are attached to this Notice.

Date: ?/??{//L
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, arfi Hughes, MBA
E4ecutive Director
Georgia Composite Medical Board
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ECONOMIC IMPACT AND SYNOPSIS FOR
AMENDMENTS TO RULE CHAPTER 360-2

Licensing Requirements

ECONOMIC IMPACT:

The attached rules are promulgated under the authority of the Medical Practice Act, Title
43, Chapter 34. The Georgia Composite Medical Board licenses and regulates nine
professions. The formulation and adoption of this rule does not impose excessive
regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply with the proposed rule cannot be
reduced by a less expensive alternative that fully accomplishes the objectives of Article 2
of Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. Additionally, it is
not legal or feasible to meet the objectives of the Article 2 of Chapter 34 of Title 43 of
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated to adopt or implement differing actions for
businesses listed at 0.C.G.A. § 50-13-4(a)(3}(A), (B),(C) and (D).

RULE SYNOPSIS:

New Rule 360-2-.14 “Requirements for Approval of International Medical Schools”
will establish criteria for the Medical Board to approve international medical schools to
provide that graduates of these approved international medical schools may apply for
physician licensure in Georgia.

Authority O.C.G.A. Section 43-34-26



The purpose of this rule is to establish the criteria for the Board’s approval of international
medical schools as provided for in O.C.G.A. 43-34-26(a)(1)(B) so graduates of non-approved
international medical schools may apply for physician licensure in Georgia.

360-2-.14. Requirements for Approval of International Medical Schools

(1) An international medical school seeking Board approval pursuant to O.C.G.A. 43-34-
26 shall provide the Board with the following:

(a) A completed application and application fee.

(b) Completed self-assessment form that establishes or demonstrates that:

(i) MD Degree or equivalent. The medical schoel’s educational program leads to an MD
degree or the international equivalent, and the medical school’s core curriculum and

clinical instruction meets the standards of schools accredlted by the Liaison Committee
on Medical Education and one of the following: '

(A) The medical school is owned anéboperated by the government of the country in
which it is located, and the country:m which it is located and the medical school’s
primary purpose is educatmg its owrkisitizens f’@:;gractlce rm@dlcme in that country; or

(B) The medical schooi has a harter or gegi on by the Jurls@ictlon in which it is

E'<>‘-- . i . . - .
{C) The role of basie science and clinical research as an integral component of its
mission, including the importance, processes, and evaluation of research in medical
education and practice.

(iii) Organization. The institution shall be organized as a definable academic unit
responsible for a resident educational program that leads to the MD degree.

(iv) Curriculum. The structure and content of the educational program shall provide an
adequate foundation in the basic and clinical sciences and shall enable students to learn
the fundamental principles of medicine, to acquire critical judgment skills, and to use
those principles and skills to provide competent medical care.



(v) Governance, The administration and governance structure system shall allow the
institution to accomplish its mission and objectives.

(vi) Faculty. The faculty shall be qualified and sufficient in number to achieve the
institution’s objectives. A “qualified” faculty member is a person who possesses either a
credential generally recognized in the field of instruction, or a a degree, professional
license, or credential at least equivalent to the level of instruction being taught or
evaluated. The institution shall have a formal ongoing faculty development process that
will enable it to fulfill its mission and objectives.

(vii) Admission and promotion standards. The institutios I have and adhere to
standards governing admission requirements and studen selection and promotion that are
consistent with the institution’s mission and objecti

(viii) Financial resources. The institution shall ppssess sufficient financial resources to
accomplish its mission and objectives. '
(ix) Facilities. The institution shall have, or have access toy’ f@.mlmes laboratories,
equipment, and library resources that are sufficisat support the educatioh
offered by the institution and to* it to fulfill it ion and objectives.
institution utilizes affiliated institiftions té:provide clinigal instruction, the institution shall
be fully responsible for the conduct and quality of the ed cational program at those
affiliated institutions.

(x) Records. The institution shall maintain and make available for inspection any records
that relate to the institution’s compliance with this section for at least five years, except
that student transcnptg;@hall be retamed indefinitely.
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(xi) Bran&‘i\campuses An mstltutlon with more than one campus shall have written
policies and procedures governing the division and sharing of administrative and teaching
responsibilities between the central .administration and faculty, and the administration and
palicies shall be consistent with the institution’s
all be fully responsible for the conduct and
] ams at these sites. If an institution operates a branch

thin the United States or Canada, instruction received at that branch
instruction received and evaluated at that institution. For
¢ term “branch campus” means a site other than the main
but does not include any hospital at which only clinical

campus located
campus shall be deemed
the purpose of this se
location of the instituti
instruction is provided.

(2) The Board may, on its own or at the request of an institution, determine whether an
institution meets the requirements of subsections 1(a} and 1(b). The Board shall have the
discretion to determine whether a site visit is necessary in order to verify the accuracy
and completeness of the data provided and to conduct an in-depth review of the program
to determine whether the institution is in compliance with these regulations.



(3) The Board may receive, review, evaluate, and process any materials and visit the
facilities of an institution seeking approval of their program, or the Board may contract
with an independent company or agency to perform those services for and make
recommendations to the Board. The Board shall make the final decision regarding the
approval of an institution and its program. All costs related to the evaluation and review
process, including costs for a site visit, must be paid by the institution under review and
be negotiated with the Board or the company selected by the Board to perform the
evaluation.

(4) An institution’s failure to provide requested data regarding its educational program or
to cooperate with a site visit team shall be grounds for dj -oval of its educational
program.

(5) If an institution receives and wishes to retam the Board al of its educational

program, it shall do the following:

(a) Notify the Board, in writing, no later t i anges to the
following: -

(i) Location,

(i1) Mission, purpose, or objectives;

(iii) Change of name;

B @

ces that would affect the institution’s

' | cont ge in control” means any change in the
authorlty to'manageé; direct, or influence the conduct, policies, and affairs of the
institution from one person or group of people to another person or group of people. This
does not.include the replacement of an administrator with another person, if the owner

does not transfer any interest in, or relinquish any control of, the institution to that person.

(b) Every seven years, the institution shall submit to the Board documentation sufficient
to establish that it remains in compliance with the requirements of this section.

(¢) The documentation submitted pursuant to subsection (5)(b) shall be reviewed by the
Board or its designee to determine whether the institution remains in compliance with the
requirements of this section. The Board shall make the decision if the institution remains
in compliance.

(6) The Board may, at any time, withdraw its determination of approval when an
institution is no longer in compliance with this section. Prior to withdrawing its
determination of approval, the Board shall send the institution a written notice of its
intent to withdraw its approval, identifying those deficiencies upon which it is proposing



to base the withdrawal, and giving the institution 120 days from the date of the notice to
respond to the notice. The Board shall have the sole discretion to determine whether a site
visit is necessary in order to ascertain the institution’s compliance with this section. The
Board shall notify the institution of its decision and the basis for that decision.

(7) The approval process outlined in this rule does not apply to medical schools that have
already been classified as “Approved Medical Schools” in Rule 360-2-.01(1)(g)(i).
Pursuant to Rule 360-2-.01(1)(g)(i), “Approved Medical Schools” are medical schools
located in the United States, Puerto Rico, and Canada and those listed on the Medical
Schools Recognized by the Medical Board of California (effectlve February 4, 2010,
adopted by reference).

Authority O.C.G.A 43-34-26(a)(1)(B)




